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SO, YOU MIGHT BE ASKING YOURSELF, JUST WHAT IS BEEPBALL?
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Beepball is a game similar to softball with minor differences in the rules.  Blind and visually impaired team members use modified equipment to enable them to play and compete.  Players with partial or full vision wear a blindfold. The softball itself makes a steady beeping sound that the players hear and respond to by hitting and catching the ball.  We use buzzing bases on 1st and 3rd base that the umpire activates immediately after the ball is hit. The modified softball and bases were developed by the Telephone Pioneers of America, a service group made of retirees and long-tenured employees of the various telephone companies around the country.
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HOW ARE THE RULES DIFFERENT?
There are six fielders...Four strikes make an out...A batter making it to base before the ball is fielded scores a run...A fielder scores an out if he/she finds the ball and picks it up before the batter reaches the bases...The pitcher and catcher, who are sighted, do not change throughout the game and play for both teams. The rules eliminate the need for the ball to be thrown during fielding.

WHY PLAY BEEPBALL?
Beepball provides a recreational avenue for persons who are blind and visually impaired to participate in a fun, all-American activity.  It also gives people in the community new information about the abilities of individuals who are blind or visually impaired. Each year, people of all ages lose their vision.  Each person experiences a significant sense of loss whether they are born with a blinding eye disease, suffer a traumatic injury or lose their vision as a result of a disease.  Each affected person must adjust to life with limited or no eyesight.  Blindness and visual impairment impose considerable limitations.  These limitations however, can be overcome.  People who are blind can once again become self-reliant and can lead a full life.  They need specialized training, by trained professionals.  They need help to return to a "normal" lifestyle.  They need to re-learn the skills for daily living such as cooking, laundry, handling money and traveling safely and independently in the community.

HOW DOES THE TAMPA LIGHTHOUSE HELP?
The Tampa Lighthouse for the Blind is the only place in Hillsborough County where specialized programs and services help visually impaired and blind people to gain the necessary skills and training they need.  We offer programs such as: adjustment to blindness and independent living classes, orientation and mobility instruction, low vision services, rehabilitation technology, vocational evaluation, job readiness and placement, and supported employment.  Nearly all services are provided at no cost or fee to each person served. However, the Lighthouse cannot serve all those who need our programs without support from the community.  Your support provides newly blind individuals the opportunity to begin the challenging process of gaining or regaining independence and fulfillment and the chance at a "normal" life again.
YOU can help the Tampa Lighthouse continue fulfilling its mission!

Be a sponsor for our 23rd annual BEEPBALL CLASSIC!

